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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please reconsider the claims as follows: 



1 . (currently amended) In a broodoast commun i cation? system p ro yidinq video on 
rtemand tVOD^ services via anv of a plurality of incompatible VOP systems, havmg^a 



t ransmitting station and a rocem ny s tat ion, said transmitting s t ation including a fifs t 
VOD -yrJt e m having a fir"* * tQO asset mrmnaGmont svctom. a first VOD bucinoss 
m anag e ment T yrrt r rr ^ ^ fifSt VQD sew whoroin said transmitting ctation includes 
j VOD gateway nml receiving station includes a acnorio VOD client, a VOD 



gateway method comprising: 



trancmiting a - foquoct from said VOD gat e way to said first V OD asoot ma n agem e n t 

sy otom for a list of VOD ascoto stored in sa i d first VOD system ; 

j 

roooivlng caid list of VOD assets in otorod in said firot VOD system at said VOD 

t 

gatoway; 



transmitting from said roce i ving station to said VOD gateway a request for a list of VO D 



ass e t s ; 



fransmi 



:ing ooid l ict of VOD assets from sa i d VOD gateway to said roceiving station* 

station for a givon VOD 



rec eiving, at said VOD gatoway, a request from sa i d receiving s 
program soloctod from said li s t - of VOD assets * 



forwarding said roquost for said givon VOD program to said first VOD server; 



r e ce i ving s a i d givon VOD program at said rece i ving station; 

recording tho o vont that said given VOD program woe roco i vod at said re c eiving c tat i on 
og a pujrehaco ev e nt of ooid given VOD program; and 

t ransmitting said purchase ovont of said g i von VOD program from said VOD gat eway-te 
oaid first VOD businocs management syst e m. 



- ransmitting to each of the plurality of incom natible VOD systems a respective 



compa 



ible request for a list of available VOD assets; 
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rebeiylng from eagj] vod lyj jem j list nf respective available VOD assets; and 
^ r ^; nr} th* reived list s nf mailable VOP assets to form a combined list of 

available' VOD a^t. the combin e * list of mailable VOD assets being adapted to be 

compatible with a plurality of reiver stations. 

2. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprisinq:w he*e4ft i , gid givon VOD program is a vido o pr og ram 

J response to a renuest from a reiver station for a VOD asset, performing the 

steps of j 

identifying whir.h VOD system is associa te d with the requested VOD 

asset; j 

| transmitting, to th» identified VQ D system, a compatible request for the, 
VOD asset; 

; receiving the renuested VOD asset from the idpntified VOD system; 
; adapting the received VOD asset to be co mpatible with the requesting 
receiver station; and 

i transacting for the recuesteri VOD asset w ith the requesting receiver 
citation and the identified V OD system. 

3. (currintly amended) A method in accordance with claim 42, wherein sold givon VOD 
r r „ r ^ in -n o,.Hin prnnr^ m the reques t ed VOD asset comprises one or more o fa 
video program, an audio program, a graphic program and a tex t program. 

! 

4. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 , wherein each of the 
incompatible VOD system* includes an asset management system for managing 
respective VOD assets and a business management system for managing transactions, 
said method further comprising oaid given VOD pr og ram in a graphic program : 

knmmunicating with each VOD ass et management system using an asset 

gateway; and 

knmmnnicatino with each VOD business management sys tem usinq_a 
transaction gateway . 
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5. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 42, wherein a desired asset 
js provided to a reviver statio n using one or both of digital storage media , command 
a nH mntUl f DSM^ra nr real time seaming orntocol fRTSPluM given VOD pro g mm 



fo - atoxt program 



6. (cancelled) 



7. (cancelled). 



8. (cancelled) 



9. (cancelled). 



10. (car celled) 



1 1 . (currently amended) In a broadcast communications system providing video o n 
demand (VODl services from anv of a plura lity of incompatihle VOD systems via a VOD 
gateway having o tranemitting otation and q rccoiving station, soid tranomitt i ng stati o n 
In c ludiJg 3 fifSt-VQQ system bavins a ^t - VOH nooot management system, whoroin 
cji d t r an s mitt i ng st a ti on instates a VQP gateway and said rocoiving stat i on includes a 
gonoric VOD cliont, a method comprising: 



tranomrting a roquootfrom said VOD gateway to caid first VOD asset management 

oyotomlfor a Hot of VOD assets stored in oaid first VOD oystom; 

rec eiving caid l i^t of w OP assets in stored in said first VOD cvotom at coid V P R 



gatowoy: and 



tranem i tting from co l d rocoivin g stat i on to caid V O D gateway a roquoct for a Hot o f v o n 



ass e ts 



tranemitting c aid l i rt ef-VQQ assets from said VOD gateway to oaid rccoiving rt n t in n 
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response to a 



renuest from a reiver statio n for a VOD asset, performing the 



steps of: 



asset; 
VOD asset; 



identifying whir* VOP system j§ associated with the requested VQD 
transmitting, to thp identified V OD system, a nomnatible request for the 



re™ivin« the reouested VOD asset f rom the identified VQD system; 
s.rifl ptinn the received VOD asset to nnmnatible with the requesting 

receiver station; and 
! transacting for *h* renuested V OD asset with the requesting receiver, 

station and the identified VOD system. 



12. (canbelled). 

13. (currently amended) In a broadcast communication system in accordance with claim 
112, wh'erein each of s aid 8fst VOD systems furth e F includes a first VOD business 
management system, said method further comprising: 

recording the-an event that said given VOD program was received at said receiving 
station as a purchase event of said given VOD program; and 

! 

transmitting said purchase event of said given VOD program from said VOD gateway to 
caid first a corresponding V OD business management system. 

i 

14. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 13, wherein saie^ive* 
VOP pmgnm i n a p^ r *~ the rag ma^ed VOD asset comprises one or more of a 
video p'rooram. an audio nmoram. a graphic program and a text program. 



15. (cancelled). 



16. (cancelled). 
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17. (cancelled). 

18. (currently amended) In a broadcast communications system having a transmitting 
station and a receiving station, said transmitting station including incompatible first and 
second VOD systems each having a respective first and second VOD asset 
management system, wherein said transmitting station includes a VOD gateway and 
said receiving station includes a generic VOD client, a method comprising: 

to^mife Qtransmittinq a request from said VOD gateway to said first VOD asset 
management system for a first list of VOD assets stored in said first VOD system; 

aansmiti retransmittinq a request from said VOD gateway to said second VOD asset 
management system for a second list of VOD assets stored in said second VOD 
system; 

receiving said first and second lists of VOD assets in stored in said first and second 
VOD systems at said VOD gateway; 

aggregating said first and second lists of VOD assets to form a combined list of VOD 
assets; 

transmitting from said receiving station to said VOD gateway a request for a list of VOD 
assets; and 

transmitting said combined list of VOD assets from said VOD gateway to said receiving 
station. 

19. (original) In a broadcast communication system in accordance with claim 18, 
wherein said first and second VOD systems at said transmitting station further includes 
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respective first and second VOD servers, said method of operating said VOD gateway 
further comprising: 

selecting, at said receiving station a given VOD program from said combined list of 

VOD assets; 

i 

i 

receiving, at said VOD gateway, a request from said receiving station for said given 
VOD program; 

determining whether said request for said given VOD program specifies a VOD 
program originating from said first VOD server or a VOD program originating from said 
second VOD server, 

t 

forwarding said request for said given VOD program to said first VOD server if said 
given VOD program originates from said first VOD server, 

i 

forwarding said request for said given VOD program to said second VOD server if said 
given VOD program originates from said second VOD server; and 



receiving said given VOD program at said receiving station. 

20. (original) In a broadcast communication system in accordance with claim 19, 
wherein said first and second VOD systems further includes respective first and second 
VOD business management systems, said method further comprising: 

recording the event that said given VOD program was received at said receiving station 
as a purchase event of said given VOD program; and 



transmitting said purchase event of said given VOD program from said VOD gateway to 
said fiiit VOD business management system if said given VOD program originates from 
said first VOD server; and 



i 
i 
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transmitting said purchase event of said given VOD program from said VOD gateway to 
said second VOD business management system if said given VOD program originates 
from said second VOD server. 

21 . (original) A method in accordance with claim 20, wherein said given VOD program 
is a video program, 

22. (original) A method in accordance with claim 20. wherein said given VOD program 

is an auclio program. 

i 

23. (original) A method in accordance with claim 20, wherein said given VOD program 

is a graphic program. 

i 

24. (orijinal) A method in accordance with claim 20, wherein said given VOD program 
is a text program. 

i 

25. (cancelled). 

i 
i 

26. (cancelled). 

i 

27. (cancelled). 

i 

28. (cancelled). 

i 

29. (cancelled). 

i 

I 
i 

30. (cancelled). 

31. (cu'rrently amended) In a broadcast communication system having a transmitting 
station' a receiving station and a VOD gateway, said broadcast communication system 

i 

I 

i 
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transmitting station including respective first and second incompatible VOD 
said first VOD system including a first VOD server, said second VOD system 
indudingja second VOD server, and a receiving station, a method of operating said 
VOD gateway comprising: 



having a 
systems, 



receiving, at said VOD gateway, a request from said receiving station for a given VOD 
program} 

determiriing whether said request for said given VOD program specifies a VOD 
program! originating from said first VOD server or a VOD program originating from said 
second VOD server; 

forwardihg said request for said given VOD program to said first VOD server if said 
given VOD program originates from said first VOD server; 

i 

i 

forwarding said request for said given VOD program to said second VOD server if said 
given VOD program originates from said first VOD server; and 

I 

receiving said given VOD program at said receiving station. 

I 

32. (original) In a broadcast communication system in accordance with claim 31, 
wherein; said first and second VOD systems further includes respective first and second 
VOD business management systems, said method further comprising: 

I 

j 

recording the event that said given VOD program was received at said receiving station 

as a purchase event of said given VOD program; and 

i 

transmitting said purchase event of said given VOD program from said VOD gateway to 
said first VOD business management system if said given VOD program originates from 
said first VOD server, and 
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transmitting said purchase event of said given VOD program from said VOD gateway to 
said second VOD business management system if said given VOD program originates 

i 

from said second VOD server. 

i 

33. (original) A method in accordance with claim 32, wherein said given VOD program 

is a video program. 

i 

34. (original) A method in accordance with claim 32, wherein said given VOD program 
is an auclio program. 

i 

35. (original) A method in accordance with claim 32, wherein said given VOD program 
is a graphic program. 

i 

36. (original) A method in accordance with claim 32, wherein said given VOD program 
is a textl program. 

i 

37. (new) A video on demand (VOD) gateway for enabling the delivery to subscriber 
equipment of VOD services from any of a plurality of incompatible VOD systems, the 
VOD gateway comprising: 

<jn asset gateway, for aggregating indicia of VOD assets from each of the 
plurality of incompatible VOD systems to provide thereby a unified list of VOD assets; 

a transaction gateway, for conforming subscriber communications to the 
requirements of an appropriate VOD system, and for conforming VOD system 
communications to the requirements of an appropriate subscriber. 



38. (new) The VOD gateway of claim 38, wherein: 

the asset gateway communicating with the transaction gateway via a transaction 

sen/let; 

bn asset data manager adapted to communicate with each asset management 
systerri via a respective interface program, the interface programs communicating with 

i 

| 
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the asset data manager via asset management application programming interfaces 
(APIs). | 

39. (newj> The VOD gateway of claim 37, wherein each VOD system has associated 
with it a business management system (BMS). and wherein: 

the transaction gateway communicating with each BMS via a respective BMS 
program! the BMS program communicating with the transaction gateway via transaction 

management APIs. 

i 

40. (new) The VOD gateway of claim 39, further comprising: 

a database to store one or both of client state information and client transaction 

information. 

41 . (new) The VOD gateway of claim 37. wherein each VOD system has associated 
with it VOD manager, the VOD gateway further comprising: 

a session gateway communicating, with each VOD manager via a respective 
session! interface program, the session interface programs communicating with the 
session; gateway via session interface APIs. 

42. (new) The VOD gateway of claim 41 , wherein each VOD manager determines VOD 
channel parameters associated with a subscriber request, wherein: 

the session gateway communicating VOD channel parameters toward subscriber 
equipment using one or both of Session Resource Management (SRM) and Session 
SetUpjprotoco! (SSP). 
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